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GREAT BARROW PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
Tuesday 9th June, 2020 at 7.30pm, via Zoom 

 

MINUTES 
 

PRESENT: Cllr M Moulstone - Chairperson Cllr J Owen 
 Cllr T Johnson Cllr S Harley 
 Cllr E Johnson Cllr G Heatley 
CLERK: Mrs T Ryall-Harvey Members of the public: 26 

 

APOLOGIES – No apologies were received. 
 

DECLARATION OF INTERESTS – no items of interest were declared. 
 

MINUTES  
RESOLVED 20/001 that the Chairman signs, as a correct record the circulated minutes of the 
Parish Council meetings held on the 10th March, 2020. 
 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

Request from Mrs Harrison and Mrs Runciman for clarification as to why the Precept had increased 
by 27% with no consultation, what is additionally were they getting for their money. 
 
A question from a resident was raised to clarify if the Fish and Chips van was following COVID-19 
regulations.  Cllr Moulstone confirmed that payment by card was encouraged and the salt and 
vinegar dispensers are placed on a table at the back and Cllr Moulstone believed that all rules 
were duly being applying.  
 

Mr Smith had prepared a statement from the Barrow Village Shop Committee that he read out:- 
 
Whilst Covid-19 is a priority as the Local Shop and Pub have shown how important it is that the 
Shop Committee and the Parish Council try to work together to try to reach a resolution.  Mr 
Smith stated that he would like to come out of the meeting knowing what the Parish Council 
actually want.  Is it a building for the benefit of the village with a shop, café and community room 
as originally planned or is it just a money making project for the PC as the priorities seem to have 
changed.  
 
A brief history, the idea for the shop came from a Village Meeting which was called by the then 
Chair Cllr E Johnson, back in December 2016.  That informed an action group to check the 
availability and viability.  Fast forward that then became Great Barrow Community Shop Limited 
and was working independently from the Parish Council and plenty of action was made on 
planning applications and grant applications.  The Great Barrow Community Shop Ltd were 
approached by the Parish Shop in 2018 to consider situating the shop in the old Pavilion because 
it was getting dilapidated a costing the Parish Council money and it was thought that this was the 
way we could both benefit.  So the two groups decided to work together to obtain funds and 
design the building.  This was all agreed between the two parties, designs were done, plans were 
made, specifications were finalised including the Head of Terms, which were then signed in 
November 2018.  The agreed intension was a building for use by the Community as a shop and 
community space and to promote a community spirit and help increase the use of the Playing 
Field.   
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However, now the Parish Council say that it is their project, they have not stopped to agree plans, 
specifications and layouts have changed very often without any discussion with the Shop 
Committee and when the Great Barrow Community Shop Committee did start to ask questions 
back in November 2019, we were asked to basically hand the keys in and wait for a lease.   
 
The Great Barrow Community Shop Committee were given a lease that bore no resemblance to 
the Heads of Terms that were originally agreed and obviously we felt that we could not sign it.  
We then had meetings in January to discuss the new lease.  Now at the meeting in January, Mr 
Smith felt that the meeting made a lot of progress, we agreed a lot of issues between us, we 
agreed on the rent for the next 10 years, we agreed on a lease premium, the car parking details, 
the insurance and also we reluctantly to the Parish Council proposal to split the building into a 
Community Room and a Shop/Café, even though we thought that would cost you money.   
 
We also confirmed all of those changes in writing to the Parish Council, and the Shop Committee’s 
position has not changed since that meeting in January, however the Parish Council have refused 
to discuss the security aspects, and have issued letters blaming the Shop Committee for delays, 
even saying we have changed our mind and even saying we have run out of money.  All of which 
is untrue.  
 
The Parish Council have now issued the Shop Committee with a new suggestion for access 
through the community room which looks to charge £25 per month – thereby going against what 
was already agreed in January.  The Parish Council have also followed this up with a 54 Page 
Commercial Lease which is not what you would expect from a Community Shop being run as a 
joint project for the benefit of the community.  This new lease as no mention of the agreed rent 
for 10 years, it only mentions the 1st year, it is incorrect in many places, and is very biased and we 
deem it as confrontational, and as such we cannot recommend the new lease to the Share 
Holders.  We would suggest that it is a good idea that any new lease should start with a 
paragraph saying something like … 
“We are two volunteer groups representing the same Barrow Residents with a common purpose of 
implementing a Community run shop and hub on the Playing Field and the lease should be based 

on this mutual purpose to protect both parties.” 
 
What the Shop Committee deem as a confrontational situation is a real concern to the Shop 
Committee and Share Holders, just to confirm that here is a few comments from a Share Holder 
who is a highly qualified practicing legal person…. My fundamental concern is that the Parish 
Council appears to have unilaterally resiled from the Heads of Terms which where agreed and 
signed by both parties.  Whilst this may not be a legally binding document it was signed by both 
parties and clearly formed the basis of which the Shop Committee proceeded and the Parish 
Council obtained their loans.  Paragraph 13 of the Chairman’s document appears to state that the 
Council now regard it as not fit for purpose.  The draft lease provided by the Council differ in 
several important aspects from the Heads of Terms in particular with regards to the rent…I 
question whether the Shop aught to become a tenant of the Council which appears to append it ‘s 
signature to a document only to later disregard it …. it goes on and Mr Smith confirmed he was 
happy to forward more information about it, however he highlighted the last line which stated …in 
view of the range of areas of dispute it is difficult to see how good will can be restored, I 
volunteered to work in the shop but would be very reluctant to do so in the coming climate…  and 
unfortunately, that is the feedback the Shop Committee have received from a lot of volunteers.   
 
Mr Smith went on to say that want the Shop Committee would like to do is to find a way where 
the Parish Council and the Shop Committee can finally work together.  Mr Smith confirmed that 
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the Shop Committee as they stand will not continue, they have all had enough, so it will need a 
new committee to take this forward and they will decide how things will continue.  What the 
current sitting Shop Committee would like to do is organise a Share Holders meeting when it is 
safe to do so but they would like to help that new committee because they feel it is important that 
everyone understands what is really wanted and what the Parish Council really want.   
 
Local Government rules state all decision of the Parish Council should be open and transparent 
and explained therefore we request that before we have a third party meeting lead discussion that 
the Parish Council state what their purpose & aims and why, with regards to the Pavilion (General 
Plans).  We would also like to know if the Parish Council have budgets for the Pavilion in terms of 
Capital and Revenue – if you are renting out the room is that going to provide money for you, 
have you got a cash forecast? 
 
Mr Smith confirmed that the Shop Committee want to find a way forward that we can recommend 
to their Share Holders. 
 
Cllr Moulstone thanks Mr Smith for his statement and confirmed that the Parish Council would 
respond to this statement and confirmed that the Parish Council does want a relationship with the 
Shop Committee.  Cllr Moulstone confirmed that the rent had been agreed for the first year at £1 
per week, it could be £1 per week for the second year if the Shop does not make any money in 
the first year.  At the end of the second year, it would be negotiable again.  The access through 
the Community Hub would be £5 per week if you required it and the additional £20 would be if 
the Shop Committee required to use the Community Room if large of groups visited the café and 
they needed to be seated – all of this is negotiable. 
 
AUDIT 2019-20 
The Clerk submitted for the meetings information a summary report for the year 2019-20 that 
included the Bank Reconciliation, a report on the Significant Variances, Year End Accounts, and 
Asset Register, this was noted.   
Annual Governance Statement – The Clerk read out and the council confirmed as appropriate the 
Annual Governance Statement RESOLVED 20/002 that Annual Governance Statement be 
approved and signed at the meeting. 
Statement of Accounts – RESOLVED 20/003 – to sign the Accounting Statement for 2019/20 as 
submitted to the meeting.  
Annual Internal Audit Report – It was noted that this has been completed by the Internal Auditor. 
Notice of Public for Year End 31st March 2020 
The notice was signed and the period the accounts would be available for viewing at reasonable 
notice was between 17th June and 24th July 2020. 
 
ACCOUNTS 
RESOLVED 20/004 – that the Council accept the accounts and Cash Book as circulated at the 
meeting dated 1st June, 2020. 
RESOLVED 20/005 – that the Council accept the income received since the last meeting of: - 
£19,650 from CWaC for the Precept and £314 for Allotment Fees, £24 for Footpath Books, £40 
from Happy Fryer (BPPFF). 
RESOLVED 20/006 - that the Council accept the following invoices for payment that had been 
received since the last meeting: - 
 

Clerks Salary Tax Point 1 £398.81 
Clerks Salary Tax Point 2 £498.46 
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Clerks Salary Tax Point 3 £472.68 
HMRC Quarter 1 PAYE Payment £99.60 
Clerk’s Expenses March - April £118.68 
Clerk’s Expenses April – June £108.50 
Amazon Bicycle Stands for the Car Park at the Pavilion £59.98 
Thomas Spruce Grass Mowing on the Playing Field - March £160.00 
Thomas Spruce Grass Mowing on the Playing Field - April £210.00 
Thomas Spruce Grass Mowing on the Playing Field – May £185.00 
Chemex Disinfectant £48.29 
Barrow Village Hall Barrow History Group Q4 £54.00 
Barrow Village Hall Parish Council Q4 £56.00 
Old Chad Orchard Internal Audit & Mid-year Audit £72.00 
ICO Data Protection  £35.00 
BPPFF Waterplus - Supply of water to the Allotment March £33.20 
Janet Tomlinson Plant for Planter £26.00 

Stuart Sim 
Strimming of Footpaths – money to be deducted 
from footpath money £30.00 

CHALC Subscription for 2020-21 
£284.40 

 
 
ICO Data Protection 
RESOLVED 20/007 that Data Protection be subscribed to on a Direct Debit basis for £35.00 
 
Payments in between meetings – RESOLVED 20/008 the following items were approved for 
payment throughout the year in between meetings subject to them being in-line with the budget:- 
- Clerk’s Salary,  
- Clerk’s Expenses,  
- HMRC Tax,  
- Autela Payroll,  

- Website Fees,  
- Room Hire 
- Community Room Hire,  
- Data Protection Fee,  

- Grass Cutting/Trees,  
Planting & Hedging. 

 
Internal Auditor - RESOLVED 20/009 to note the report and comments received by the Internal 
Auditor.  The Council asked that Mrs Wright be thanked for undertaking the Internal Audit so 
efficiently and thoroughly.  
 

PLANNING 
The council noted the Planning Register as circulated dated 1st June, 2020.  
 
20/01412/FUL – 2 Plemstall View – removal of Cheshire Railings – to replace with a 9” wall 1.5 
meters high dropping down in sections, no further forward than the current fencing and should 
improve the current visibility – Mr Taylor commented that the Cheshire Railings were not fully in 
place as they were rusty and not maintained within the last 30 years.  The Parish Council felt that 
due to the poor visability and the number of accidents on the corner, the Cheshire Railings would 
be more beneficial than a brick wall.  Following further discussion the Parish Council requested the 
Clerk confirm to the Planning Department – we have discussed the application it will be put in the 
same line as the hedge, 1.5 meters high but steps down as the ground changes and therefore it 
will improve the visibility and would recommend possibly fit reflectors on the wall. 
 
20/01949/CAT – No objections  
 

POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 
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RESOLVED 20/010 to re-adopt the Policies and Procedures for 2020-21 and review again in May 
2021. 
Review the following items for future meeting:- 
 

 Equality and Diversity Policy 
 Health & Safety Policy 
 Request for Information 

 
PAVILION 
The Chairman updated the meeting on receive work carried out on the Pavilion.  This included has 
the cylinder fitted, still having to be filled and tested.  This will be undertaken following the fitting 
of the kitchen in the Community Room.   Received a revised quote of the kitchen of £997.42.  
RESOLVED20/011 to accept this quote and proceed to order the kitchen for delivery next week.  
It was confirmed that the new path and fence would be completed within the next two weeks 
subject to them being undertaken on a safely and social distances.  Cllr Johnson reported upon 
the Police visited the building.  Cllr Moulstone confirmed that the Police felt the front door was the 
best safety entrance did not consider the side entrance as a viable entrance/exit to the Building -  
they did recommend that the rear door be strengthen.  The Police suggested that they could run a 
‘Surgery’ in the community room.   
 
Mr Tillotson requested if the Parish Council could clarify if the Parish Council would be required to 
pay back any grants should the Shop Committee not go ahead.  The Parish Council confirmed that 
none of the Parish Council’s Grant money would need to be repaid back, perhaps the liability 
currently stood with the Shop Committee.  The Parish Council confirmed that they do very much 
hope for the Shop to go ahead.  The Parish Council confirmed that they have not undertaken to 
under-right any loans taken out by the Shop Committee.  Mr Tillotson requested that a statement 
be published.  
 
Pat Walsh – Chairman of the Village Hall – asked what impact this has on the income received by 
the Village Hall.  Cllr Moulstone confirmed that the Community Room would be available to rent to 
the Bowling Groups, Football Groups and maybe Cycling Club (visiting the café) and any residents 
wishing to have parties on the playing field, along with any other groups wishing to hirer the 
facilities.  
 
HIGHWAYS 
 

Has there been any update following the request for the buses to be rerouted along Lansdowne 
Road, Stamford Bridge during to the road widening – Cllr G Heatley confirmed that he would 
chase this with CWaC 
B5132 and Long Green – it was reported that the grass verge was now so high you can’t see cars 
coming round the bend – due to CWaC being short of staff during the lockdown this work had not 
been carried out as normal.  Cllr G Heatley confirmed he would ask CWaC to undertake the cutting 
of these grass verges as a priority. 
 
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION FOR THE NEXT MEETING 

- Pavilion 
- Alterations at Barrowmore (Filing Cabinet – will relocate to the Community Room) Barrow 

News Printer will be relocated Barrowmore House. 
- Equality and Diversity Policy 
- Health & Safety Policy 
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- Request for Information Policy 
 
MEETING DATES FOR 2020-21 
RESOLVED 20/011 to agree the meeting schedule as presented to the meeting.  The meetings 
dates for the next 12 months were agreed as:- 
Tuesday 14th July, 2020 
Tuesday 8th September, 2020 
Tuesday 10th November, 2020 

Tuesday 12th January, 2021 
Tuesday 9th March, 2021 
Tuesday 11th May, 2021 

 
All meetings would take place at 7.30pm in the Pavilion, Barrow CH3 7JJ 
Extra-ordinary meetings can be called in between meeting, notice of these will be put on the 
website and noticeboards.  
 
Mr Walsh, requested confirmation as to if the Parish Council would be utilising the Village Hall for 
their Parish Council Meetings in future.  Cllr Moulston confirmed that it was the Parish Council’s 
intension to move it’s meetings following agreement this evening to the Pavilion in future.  
 
PART TWO 
 
BPPFF & BARROW VILLAGE COMMUNITY HUB  
The Parish Council agreed to ask the Shop Committee to confirm if they want to progress with this 
project by the end of July 2020 - alternatively, tenants should be sought.  
 
The lease for the BPPFF needs to be reviewed and put in place.  The Clerk undertook to 
recirculate to the BPPFF committee. 
 
 
The meeting closed at 9.00pm  The next meeting takes place on Tuesday 14th July, 2020 
 
Signed:............................................................... Dated:............................................... 
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Dear Resident,  
 
Following last week’s Parish Council meeting when a number of questions were asked, please find 
responses from the Parish Council to these questions:- 

Q: Why had the precept increased by 26% - what additionally were residents getting for their 
money? 

A:  With regards to the precept, to confirm that whilst the 26% does seem high the precept 
started at a low base, the Parish Council have increased the precept by £2,500 across all of 
the household in the village which equates to approximately £1 per month.  CWaC have 
increased their tax by 2% but they start from a higher base level.  A breakdown of the 
budget and how the money is assigned to be spent is available to review in the January 
Parish Council minutes.  

Q: A question was raised as to if the Fish & Chip can was following COVID-19 regulations.   

A: Cllr Moulstone confirmed that the Fish and Chip van encouraged payment by card, but did 
accept cash payment.  He also reported that gloves were provided for the Public’s use 
when dispensing the salt and vinegar. 

Q: What is the Parish Council’s purpose and aims with regards to the Pavilion? 

A: The Parish Council hoped that the Community Shop and Café is able to open along side the 
Community Rooms, offering facilities for residents in Barrow. 

Q: Would the Parish Council be required to pay back any grants should the Shop not go 
ahead.  

A: The Parish Council confirmed that none of the Parish Council’s Grant money was reliant on 
the Community Shop going ahead.  

Q: Was the Parish Council liable should the Community Shop not be successful. 

A: The Parish Council confirmed that they very much welcomed the ethos of a Community 
Shop, but had in no way agreed to under-right any loans undertaken by the Shop 
Committee.  

Q: The Parish Council were asked what impact hiring the Community Room would have on the 
Village Hall? 

A The Parish Council confirmed that they expected to hire the Community Room to the 
Bowling Green Football Groups, any Cycling Clubs/Groups that may be visiting the café and 
for anyone wishing to have a party on the Playing Field.  The Community Room is available 
for anyone wishing to hire the facility. 

Regards 
Barrow Parish Council 
Circulated on 18th June, 2020 


